STATUS OF WOMEN STUDENTS
a bigoted teetotaller and to my knowledge drank nothing but ginger beer, and yet before the proceedings ended he was behaving as if he were very drunk indeed. It is the talking and shouting which brings this about, and a crowd can actually get intoxicated with the exuberance of its own verbosity alone.
With regard to the women's question. There was a widespread feeling among those who had voted against the proposal that something should be done to remedy the disability from which the women suffered in not having a symbol to indicate that they had taken a degree. Some, too, were influenced by the fact that there was a Royal Commission sitting on the University, and it was possible that if the University did not settle the question for itself the Commission would do it for them.
A petition with many signatures was sent to the Council of the University asking them to take steps to settle the matter. The Council, after much consideration, issued proposals of their own which granted a titular degree to women, and allowed them to be members of Syndicates and Boards and to hold educational posts in the University such as Professorships or Lectureships. The grant of a titular degree had been rejected by a great majority in 1897, but this time it was accompanied by the vitally important condition that the number of women students at Newnham and Girton should not, except for a few oddments, be increased beyond five hundred without a special Grace of the Senate. This means that unless the University itself determines otherwise, the proportion of women to men will be roughly one to ten, unless there is a considerable change in the number of male undergraduates.
In the debate in the Senate House the scheme was criticised by the extremists on both sides, but they did not
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